
Cold War in Latin 
America





CUBAN REVOLUTION 1953-1959

▪ Cuba—1898 gained independence from Spain

▪ 1952—Fulgencio Batista gained power—repressive 
and corrupt

▪ Batista was supported by the U.S. and the U.S. was 
benefitting economically under Batista because he 
was anti-communist
– Americans owned 50% of Cuba’s railway system, 90% of the 

telephone and power industries, tourist facilities, and 25% 
of all Cuban banks

▪ 1959—Fidel Castro, a young lawyer, started a 
revolution to overthrow Batista and his corrupt 
regime.
– He was supported by Communists and the 

Catholic Church



CUBAN REVOLUTION

▪ Under Batista, the U.S. imported 60% of its sugar 
from Cuba
– When Castro took power, the U.S. cancelled it’s 

sugar-trade agreement with Cuba 
– How will this impact the Cuban economy???

▪ This led Castro to turn to the USSR for assistance

▪ USSR agreed to pour over $50 million (including 
tanks, helicopters, rocket launchers, machine 
guns, etc.) into Cuba in exchange for a foothold 
only 90 miles from the U.S.

▪ The Cold War had come to the Western 
Hemisphere



BAY OF PIGS April 1961

▪ Approved by Eisenhower, The CIA began training Cuban exiles in Guatemala to 
invade Cuba and overthrow Castro

▪ Kennedy authorized the plan but wanted to disguise U.S. support

▪ Castro learned of the training camps in 1960

▪ The invasion site, the Bay of Pigs, was a remote area on the southern coast of Cuba



▪ 2 airstrikes on Cuban air 
bases to destroy Cuban 
planes

▪ 1400 man invasion force

▪ Paratroopers leading the 
attack

▪ Cuban citizens join invaders 
and establish provisional 
government in Cuba

▪ Back up B-26s (planes) to 
help invasion forces on the 
beach

BAY OF PIGS: The plan
Video

1st airstrike missed most 
targets, 2nd airstrike cancelled

Immediately came under 
heavy fire—there was a full 
moon

Many surrendered and were 
taken prisoner

U.S. had underestimated the 
local support of Castro

They were an hour late b/c 
they forgot about the time 
difference

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qXZp8bxpNY


Result—

• Huge failure
• Cuba held prisoners for over 

20 months
• Anti-American protests all 

over the worldvideo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAhTQccHeSs

