JAPANESE AGGRESSION - RAPE OF NANKING



In 1937, the Japanese invaded China.  By the end of the year the Japanese had closed in on Nanking, the capital of the Republic of China.  The Japanese defeat and occupation of Nanking lead to one of the greatest horrors of 20th century. Read the two following selections about this occupation and answer the questions that follow.

I) The following is from a report filed by a New York Times reporter who was an eyewitness.



Through wholesale atrocities and vandalism at Nanking the Japanese army has thrown away a rare opportunity to gain the respect and confidence of the Chinese inhabitants and of foreign opinion... The killing of civilians was widespread. Foreigners who traveled widely through the city Wednesday found dead civilians on every street.  Some of the victims were aged men, women and children...



...The Japanese looting amounted almost to plundering the entire city.  Nearly every building was entered by Japanese soldiers, often under the eyes of their officers, and the men took whatever they wanted...



The mass executions of war prisoners added to the horrors the Japanese brought to Nanking.  After killing the Chinese soldiers who threw down their weapons and surrendered, the Japanese combed the city for men who were suspected of being former soldiers...Thousands of prisoners were executed by the Japanese.  Most of the Chinese soldiers were shot in masses.



...Many were killed where they were found, including men innocent of any army connection and many wounded soldiers and civilians.  I witnessed three mass executions of prisoners within a few hours Wednesday.



...The Japanese appear to want the horrors to remain as long as possible, to impress on China the terrible results of resisting Japan.

Answer the following questions.

1) Describe the atrocities that were committed according to this eyewitness account.

2) According to this account why did the Japanese act this way in Nanking?

II) The following is from an article in Newsweek Magazine in their December 1, 1997 issue.



The chronicle of humankind's cruelty is a long and sorry tale.  But if it is true that even in such horror tales there are degrees of ruthlessness, then few atrocities can compare in intensity and scale to the Rape of Nanking by the Japanese.



The broad details of the rape are, except among the Japanese, not in dispute.  In November 1937, after their successful invasion of (China), the Japanese launched a massive attack on the newly established capital of the Republic of China.  When the city fell on December 13, 1937, Japanese soldiers began an orgy of cruelty seldom if ever matched in human history.  Tens of thousands of young men were rounded up and herded to the outer areas of the city, where they were mowed down by machine guns, used for bayonet practice, or soaked with gasoline and burned alive.  By the end of the massacre an estimated 260,000 to 350,000 Chinese had been killed.  Between 20,000 and 80,000 Chinese women were raped...



By the time Japanese troops entered Nanking, an order to eliminate all Chinese captives had been issued by the Japanese command...  There was a ruthless logic to the order: the captives could not be fed so they had to be destroyed. Killing them would not only eliminate the food problem but diminish the possibility of retaliation.  Dead enemies could not form up into guerilla forces.



...After the soldiers surrendered, there was virtually no one left to protect the citizens of the city.  Knowing this the Japanese poured into Nanking, occupying buildings and randomly shooting people in the streets.  As victims toppled to the ground, the streets and ditches ran rivers of blood...



Next, the Japanese turned their attention to the women. The rape of Nanking is considered the worst mass rape of world history.



Yet the rape of Nanking remains (a relatively unknown) incident...The horrors of the Nanking massacre remain virtually unknown to people outside Asia... The custodian of the curtain of silence was politics... After World War II China did not demand war reparations from Japan (as the Jewish people did from Germany) because they were competing for Japan's trade.  And even the United States, faced with the threat of communism in the Soviet Union, sought to ensure the friendship of its former enemy Japan.  In this manner, the Cold War permitted Japan to escape much criticism for its actions



In trying to understand the actions of the Japanese, we must begin with a little history.  To prepare for what it thought was an inevitable invasion of China, Japan had spent decades training its people.  Japanese schools operated like little military units.  Indeed, some of the teachers were military officers, who lectured students on their duty to help fulfill its destiny to become a world power.  They taught young boys how to handle guns.  Textbooks became vehicles for military propaganda.  Teachers also taught their students hatred and contempt for the Chinese people, preparing them for a future invasion of China.  One historian tells the story of a squeamish Japanese boy who burst into tears when told to dissect a frog. His teacher slammed his head and yelled, "Why are you crying about one lousy frog? When you grow up you'll have to kill one hundred, two hundred (Chinese people)."

Answer the following questions

1) Describe the atrocities were committed according to this Newsweek article.

2) According to this article what factors contributed to the Japanese actions in Nanking?

3) According to this article why does the Rape of Nanking remain relatively unknown?

