CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTIONS IN LATIN AMERICA

Document 1
	Life in colonial New Spain [Spanish colonies] was complex — the dominant institutions and

cultural patterns were Spanish in origin, but they were modified in their New World setting.

Society was not static; evolution marked the political and religious systems; and change was a

feature of the economic, social, and intellectual life. These adaptations generally mirrored

developments in Europe, the source of basic decisions and control. During its three centuries as

a colony, New Spain was kept subservient to the mother country in a number of ways, beginning

with an enforced loyalty to the crown. . . .

In New Spain itself the viceroy [governor] was the ranking officer and agent of royal

absolutism. As a personal representative of the king he was armed with considerable authority

and enjoyed high honors and deference [respect]. He received a handsome salary (twenty

thousand pesos in the seventeenth century, triple that amount in the eighteenth), lived in a

splendid palace surrounded by liveried [uniformed] servants, and maintained a court like a petty

European monarch. During the colonial era there were sixty-one viceroys. Most of them

belonged to the titled nobility ..(of Spain)
The viceroy functioned as chief executive, captain-general of military forces, governor,

supervisor of the royal treasury (real hacienda), and president of the audiencia (administrative

court) of Mexico. He enforced royal laws and decrees, issued ordinances dealing with local

matters, nominated minor colonial officials, distributed land and titles, promoted colonization

and settlement, and protected the Indians. He was vice-patron of most religious endeavors, and

his ecclesiastical [church] powers included the right to determine boundaries of bishoprics

[districts] and to nominate some Church officers. . . .




Source: Robert Ryal Miller, Mexico: A History, University of Oklahoma Press
1a What was New Spain? _________________________________________________________________ 
1b Who ruled Latin America? _________________________________________________________________
1c After reading this document, why might the people of Latin America desire Revolution?

     _______________________________________________________________________________________
Document 2
	[South]Americans today, and perhaps to a greater extent than ever before, who live within the Spanish system occupy a position in society no better than that of serfs destined for labor, or at best they have no more status than that of mere consumers. Yet even this status is surrounded with galling restrictions, such as being forbidden to grow European crops, or to store products which are royal monopolies, or to establish factories of a type the Peninsula itself does not possess. To this add the exclusive trading privileges, even in articles of prime necessity, and the barriers between American provinces, designed to prevent all exchange of trade, traffic, and understanding. In short, do you wish to know what our future held?--simply the cultivation of the fields of indigo, grain, coffee, sugar cane, cacao, and cotton; cattle raising on the broad plains; hunting wild game in the jungles; digging in the earth to mine its gold--but even these limitations could never satisfy the greed of Spain. 

So negative was our existence that I can find nothing comparable in any other civilized society, examine as I may the entire history of time and the politics of all nations. Is it not an outrage and a violation of human rights to expect a land so splendidly endowed, so vast, rich, and populous, to remain merely passive? 

As I have just explained, we were cut off and, as it were, removed from the world in relation to the science of government and administration of the state. We were never viceroys or governors, save in the rarest of instances; seldom archbishops and bishops; diplomats never; as military men, only subordinates; as nobles, without royal privileges. In brief, we were neither magistrates nor financiers and seldom merchants--all in flagrant contradiction to our institutions.
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2a Using the documents above, what reasons does the author, Simon Bolivar, give to justify revolution?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
2b Based on the documents and your knowledge of social studies, what social class in Latin America do you think Simon Bolivar belonged to?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Document 3
	. . . The plans and ambitions of Napoleon Bonaparte, however, did inspire the Latin Americans,

although hardly in a way Napoleon expected. The French dictator invaded Spain in 1808, forced

the king to abdicate [give up the throne], and presented the Spanish crown to his brother Joseph.

At a stroke, Spanish America became part of the Bonaparte family empire. (A few months

earlier, Napoleon had invaded Portugal, and the Portuguese royal family had fled to its colony of

Brazil.)

Spanish Americans reacted sharply against this French usurper. They refused to accept Joseph

Bonaparte as their king, affirmed [declared] their loyalty to the Spanish House of Bourbon, and

seized control of their local governments. But almost from the beginning, the rebellion against

Napoleon turned into a revolution for complete independence. There could be no turning back

to the old system. . . .




        Source: Robert J. Alexander, Latin America, Scholastic Book Services
3a According to this document, what effect did Napoleon’s invasion of Spain have on Latin America?

     _______________________________________________________________________________________

     _______________________________________________________________________________________

3b In the last sentence the author refers to the “old system,” what is meant by this “old system?”

     _______________________________________________________________________________________

     _______________________________________________________________________________________

